
16 November 2017 Term 4,   Week 7 

ACTING PRINCIPAL 
Mr Dean Estreich 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

We will be announcing our class teachers and specialist teachers in a letter to parents next 
week. We are presently finalising several contract positions for next year, which will be 
finalised this week. We look forward to welcoming our new teachers to our school 
community for 2018. We will also have the opportunity to farewell staff who are moving to 
other schools next week at our End of Year Concert. 

I am looking forward to our End of Year Concert on Monday night. Please note that, for 
safety purposes, the lower playground and basketball court will all be out of bounds on the 
evening. There will be plenty of seating for families in Baratta Stadium. There will be a bbq 
selling steak burgers, sausages on bread and drinks (soft drink and water) from 5pm. The 
students will change into their costumes at 6pm and our concert will begin at 6.15pm. 

I would like to thank those families who could attend our swimming carnival at Newmarket 
Pool last Thursday. There was a real feeling of school spirit and support as we cheered on 
our swimmers in their races. The great participation and development of technique shone 
through on the day. I would particularly like to thank our school officers and swimming 
instructors who supported our students in the pool. Well done! 

Last Friday we celebrated our remarkable learning progress from our students, staff and 
school community. Peter Stower, our Brisbane Catholic Education Area Supervisor, spoke to 
the community about how pleased he was with all our progress and achievements this 
year. Our learning tree is now in full bloom with our flowers that have our remarkable 
moments written on the back. It is always great to showcase the fabulous efforts of our 
staff and students at St Mary of the Cross. I would like to thank Mrs Vanessa Wick, our 
Primary Learning Leader for all her efforts this year in guiding our path for growth in 
classrooms for teachers and students.  

Have a peaceful week, 

Dean Estreich 
Acting Principal 
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Sausage Sizzle 
FRIDAY is back for 
Term 4!  
$5 gets you: 
 Sausage on bread 
 Popper/Milk 
 Zing/Popcorn 
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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

TAKE TIME 

As our year draws towards the end it is a time to reflect and celebrate.  

Our concert on Monday night allows us to come to together as a community to celebrate 
the achievements of our children and to reflect on the journey we have travelled together 
this year ‘One in Christ.’ 

Our Graduation celebration on Monday 27 November gives us the opportunity to gather to 
share in the Eucharist and to reflect upon the time our Year 6 students have spent with us. 
It is a time for us to give thanks and pray for these young people as they begin to journey 
along a new path.  

Our final liturgy for the year on Friday 1 December provides a time for us to give thanks for 
all that has been and to prepare ourselves for the Season of Advent. 

In the business of the next few weeks may we slow down, breathe deeply, walk gently, pray 
and enjoy the moments in our day which bring happiness.  

With Every Blessing, 

Mrs Josephine Hill  

(Acting APRE) 

ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL (APRE) 
Mrs Josephine Hill 



Page 3 

Dear Parents, 

With only two weeks to go to one of our earliest ever ‘last day’, panic can set in.  I know it does for 
me.  Perhaps we need to stop, breathe and take stock.  Ronald Rolheiser suggests one course of 
action.  Even if you are not ‘enslaved’ by technology, keep reading! 

A comedian recently quipped that today’s information technologies have effectively rendered a 
number of things obsolete, most notably phone-books and human courtesy. That’s also true for 
human rest.  Today’s information technologies have made us the most informed, efficient, and 
communicative people ever. We now have the capability, all day, every day, of accessing world 
events, world news, whole libraries of information, and detailed accounts of what our families and 
friends are doing at any moment. That’s the positive side of the equation. 

Less wonderful is what this is doing to our lives, how it is changing our expectations, and robbing us of 
the simple capacity to stop, shut off the machines, and rest. As we get wrapped up more and more in 
mobile phones, texting, email, Facebook, and the internet in general, we are beginning to live with the 
expectation that we must be attentive all the time to everything that’s happening in the world and 
within the lives of our families and friends. The spoken and unspoken expectation is that we be 
available always – and so too others. We used to send each other notes and letters and expect a reply 
within days, weeks, or months. Now the expectation for a reply is minutes or hours, and we feel 
impatient with others when this expectation is not met and guilty inside of ourselves when we can’t 
meet it. The pressure is on us to constantly check for texts, emails, phone messages, and the like; and 
the expectation from our families, friends, and colleagues is precisely that we are checking these 
regularly. The sin-du-jour is to be, at any time, unavailable, unreachable, or non-communicative. 

But the rhythm of time as God designed it, is meant to give us, regularly, weekly, some time off the 
wheel, some “Sabbath-time” when ordinary life, ordinary pressures, ordinary work, and ordinary 
expectations are bracketed and we give ourselves permission to stop, to shut things down, and to 
rest. Today, nowhere is this more appropriate and urgent than in regards to our use of phones, 
notebooks, and computers. They, more than anything else, constitute regular time, servile work, and 
the occupations and preoccupations from which the commandment to keep holy the Sabbath asks us 
to refrain. 

When I was young both our churches and our culture still took the concept of Sabbath (for Christians, 
especially the idea of not working on Sunday) more seriously. But the issue is still with us: Can we step 
off the treadmill of phones and computers on Sundays and be genuinely available to celebrate 
Sabbath? 

Sabbath, as Wayne Muller tells us, is time off the wheel, time when we take our hand from the plough 
and let God and the earth care of things, while we drink, if only for a few moments, for the fountain of 
rest and delight. Today that plough looks a lot like a mobile phone or a computer. 

Centuries ago, the mystic poet, Rumi, wrote: I have lived too long where I can be reached!” Haven’t 
we all! 

Can you build some ‘Sabbath time’ into your week and into the holidays?  When did you last sit with 
your children – in the yard – and show them how to make a daisy chain?  Can you sit still long enough 
to do one with them? 

Mary MacKillop would say:  “We must take things quietly and do no more than we are able.” 

Have a good week, finding time for silence and for daisy chains. 

God bless, 
Sr Anne Cannon 
School Pastoral Worker 

CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

Our Mini Vinnies are preparing to help the Parish Vinnies 
with the Christmas Appeal. 

On Monday, 27 November, children may wear a Christmas shirt, hat (with a school hat for play time) 
or socks.  In return, they must provide an item for the Christmas Appeal.  You may send in any suitable 
item, but we suggest the following: 

Prep   Gifts (unwrapped) for children up to the age of six  
Year One   Lollies, chocolates, nuts, chips 
Year Two   Gifts (unwrapped) for children aged seven to eleven 
Year Three-Four  Plum pudding, fruit cake, longlife custard, jellies, tinned fruit 
Year Five-Six  Gifts (unwrapped) for children and teenagers aged 12 – 18 

PASTORAL CARE CORNER 
Sr Anne Cannon 

SCHOOL AWARDS (wk6) 

Prep 
Willow, Eloise & 
Adhiraj 

Yr 1 Jada & Declan 

Yr 2 Summer & Seth 

Yr 3/4 
Alanis, Halle, 
Joshua & James 

Yr 5/6 Lily 

NOVEMBER 

23rd Eli 

24th Clara 

25th Keira 

27th Oliver L & James 

29th Shelliah 

30th Harry 

DECEMBER 

12th Jack 

26th Eloise 

CHRISTMAS STALL 

On Wednesday, 22 
November, and with a catch-
up on  Friday, 24 November, 
our Mini Vinnies will have our 
Christmas stall in aid of the 
Christmas Appeal. Gifts 
ranging from $1 to $5 will be 
available.  Encourage your 
children to obtain money for 
this by foregoing a treat or 
doing an extra job. 
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The students will view the available range of books with their class on Friday and will have the opportunity to write their 
wish list which they will bring home the same afternoon.  

There will be an opportunity to purchase books and possibly donate a book to the school this: 

 Friday 17 November 1:30pm – 3:30pm. 

 Monday 20 November 7:30am – 5:30pm and  

 Tuesday 21 November 7:30am – 1:30pm. 

It is a fabulous chance to get some Christmas gifts and get our kids’ reading whilst supporting our school. 

I hope to see you there.  

Mrs Josephine Hill 
(Acting Teacher Librarian) 

NEWS from the LIBRARY - HOORAY our BOOK FAIR has arrived! 

stmaryofthecross 

HEALTHLY LUNCHES - FRUITY POPSICLES 
Ingredients 
 200g blueberries (or other small fruit, or chopped fruit) 
 200g low-fat vanilla yoghurt or natural yoghurt 
Method 
 Mix together blueberries and yoghurt. 
 Divide between 4 cups. 
 Secure lids on moulds or insert popsicle sticks and freeze for 4-6 hours or overnight until solid. 
 Stand at room temperature for a few minutes before removing from mould. 
Hint 
For stripes of colour half fill moulds with one fruit, freeze for 4 hours or overnight then fill with a different 
flavour or colour of fruit before freezing. If you don’t have moulds, use plastic cups or recycle small tubs 
from yoghurt, cottage cheese, etc. 



  Monday, 20th November, 2017 

  5.00 - 7.30pm in Baratta Stadium  

This is a compulsory event for all students as they are required to play a 
special part in their class presentation.  We look forward to seeing you all. 

 
Costumes are supplied but children will require the following undergar-
ments: Boys P-2 jeans and any tshirt;  Girls P-2 leggings/bike pants and 
any tshirt;  Year 3-6  black tshirt/jeans/bike pants/leggins 

St Mary of the Cross  
invites you to the annual 

 End of Year Concert 

If you are able to help with the serving and sales of food / beverages during the night, please 

specify your availability below : 

  Name:    ______________________________________________     

  Time:  □  5:00-5:20pm     □ 5:20-5:40pm     □ 5:40-6.15pm 

For seating & catering purposes, could you please indicate the number of family & friends 

attending the evening:  

  Family Name: _____________________________________________ 

       No. Adults: _________     No. Children:  ________  

Program 

5.00pm BBQ & Drinks available 

6.00pm Students to change  

  into costumes 

6.15pm Concert commences 

Price List 

Sausage Sizzle   $2.50 

Steak Burger  $5.00 

Soft Drink   $2.00 

Water   $1.00 

Please complete & return this section to the office by Monday 13th November. 
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